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"EUROPE – perspectives and pragmatism”
 

One of the major challenges to be faced by European politicians and by those who hold public posts in the European Union as a result of a popular mandate, is to have the ability to gain and to maintain the citizens’ confidence in the project of European construction and in the political Europe we wish to have. That depends on us, on our will and on our political activity. The future of Europe shall be what we want  it to be today. 

We must know how to express our own confidence. Therefore, we must have a systematic and permanent communication strategy with the citizens and an information strategy about everything we can accomplish. For example:   it is necessary to explain to citizens the importance of the agreement on the financial perspectives 2007-2013 and its enormous future impact on cohesion, competitivity and employment in the 25 Member States; it is necessary to explain to citizens the importance of the Lisbon Strategy in the Development of the 25 Member States and in the strengthening of Europe; it is necessary to explain to citizens the importance of the recent approval of the Directive of Services for the workers’ free movement; it is necessary to explain to citizens the economic success and the political stability achieved by the ten new Member States and its importance for the Union.

We should obviously speak about our difficulties and problems, but we must emphasise the enormous importance of everything we have accomplished in the 50 years of the European construction. We should do it in a positive and constructive way by always enhancing the social European model, by strengthening our project and by seeking the citizens’ participation.

In Portugal we agree that it is necessary to extend the period of reflexion and debate on the Constitutional Treaty and the Future of Europe until 2007, without prejudice to the progress of the ratification procedures of the Constitutional Treaty in the Member States which shall so decide (after the NO in France and Holland, other six Member States have already ratified the Treaty). However, we must reinforce the information and communication strategy. We live in the Communication Age and so we must act accordingly. The Commission’s “White Paper on a Policy of European Communication” is a good contribution to achieve that fundamental goal.

Politicians must be the first ones to convey a strong confidence message in the European institutions and in the future of the big European project.
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